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course, but learning nothing at all1. Such boys may do good at a private school, where constant attention is paid to them, and they are watched. So that the question of pub-lick or private education is not properly a general one ; but whether one or the other is best for my son.'
We were told the present Mr. Waller was a plain country gentleman ; and his son would be such another. I observed, a family could not expect a poet but in a hundred generations. ' Nay, (said Dr. Johnson,) not one family in a hundred can expect a poet in a hundred generations.' He then repeated Dryden's celebrated lines,
'Three poets in three distant ages born,' &c. and a part of a Latin translation of it done at Oxford": he did not then say by whom.
He received a card from Sir Alexander Gordon, who had been his acquaintance twenty years ago in London, and who, 'if forgiven for not answering a line from him,' would come in the afternoon. Dr. Johnson rejoiced to hear of him, and begged he would come and dine with us. I was much pleased to see the kindness with which Dr. Johnson received his old friend Sir Alexander3; a gentleman of good
1 Lord Bolingbroke (Works, iii. 347) in 1735 speaks of 'the little care that is taken in the training up our youth,' and adds,' surely it is impossible to take less.' See ante, ii. 467, and iii. 13, 14.
3                                                                London, id May, 1778.
Dr. Johnson acknowledged that he was himself the authour of the translation above alluded to, and dictated it to me as follows:— Quos laudet vates Graius Romanus et Anglus
Tres tria temporibus secla dedere suis. Sublime ingenium Graius; Romanus habebat
Carmen grande sonans; Anglus utrumquc tulit. Nil majus Natura capit: clarare priores
Qux potuere duos tertius unus habet.         BOSWELL.
It was on May 2, 1778, that Johnson attacked Boswell with such rudeness that he kept away from him for a week. Ante, iii. 384.
3 ' We were on both sides glad of the interview, having not seen nor perhaps thought on one another for'many years; but we had no emulation, nor had either of us risen to the other's envy, and our old kindness was easily renewed.' Piozzt Letters, i. 117.
V.—7                                                               family, ii. 85, gives an account of his life at Aberdeen as a student.
